
CITY OF LAS VEGAS MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY 
OF LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO HELD WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2006 AT 6:00 

P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 

 
  MAYOR:   Henry O. Sanchez 
 
  COUNCILORS:  Morris Madrid 
      Macario Gonzalez 
      Diane M. Moore 
      Michael Gallegos 
      Tony E. Marquez, Jr. 
      Eugene A. Romero 
      Louie A. Trujillo 
      Cruz E. Roybal 
 
 
  ALSO PRESENT:  John Avila, City Manager 
      CherylAnn Yara, City Clerk 
      Matthew J. Sandoval, City Attorney 
      Tim Gallegos, Sergeant At Arms 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Mayor Henry O. Sanchez asked for a moment of silence for all our dear loved 
ones who have passed away in our community. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
Mayor Henry O. Sanchez advised that the Governor’s Career Development 
Conference will be held here in Las Vegas and turned the floor over to 
Councilman Tony E. Marquez, Jr. who advised that the conference is for 
government employees and will be held on May 24th and 25th, and are expecting 
approximately 300 to 500 participants.  Councilman Marquez also advised that 
training will consist of ADA compliance, writing skills, grant writing and other 
factors in terms of trying to help employees job skills. 
 
Next, Councilman Louie A. Trujillo presented a certificate of recognition and 
achievement  to Toby Dolan who was recently appointed to the rank of Captain 
of the New Mexico State Police Department, District II. 
 



Next, Mayor Sanchez presented a proclamation to Ms. Barbara Smith and Nancy 
Leippe of Tree City USA, proclaiming May 9, 2006 as Las Vegas Arbor Day. 
 
Next, Fire Chief Phillip Mares presented to Lieutenant Roy Garcia and Firefighter 
Elauterio Michael Montano, the Phoenix Award, which is presented to someone 
who has assisted in the successful resuscitation of a patient from respiratory or 
cardiac arrest.  Chief Mares then presented to Deputy Chief Andrew Duran a 
medal of valor for his ability to perform his job under extreme stress and the 
criteria is bravery in the line of duty involving significant danger or voluntary risk 
of life or injury while involved in an emergency situation.  Chief Mares advised 
that Mr. Duran is the first person to receive this type of medal since they were 
created.  Chief Mares then presented Firefighter Frank Lovato who is retiring 
from the City of Las Vegas Fire Department after twenty two years of service, 
and advised that the Fire Department would be honoring Mr. Lovato at a later 
date. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
City Manager John Avila advised that he is asking to remove item #2 from the 
consent agenda, removing item #9 of the business items for further work.  He 
then advised that Councilor’s Reports were also inadvertently omitted from the 
agenda and asked that they be placed at the end of the agenda.  Mayor Sanchez 
then asked that item #6 of the business items be placed #1 under business 
items.  Councilman Eugene Romero asked that item #1 under business be 
placed immediately following presentations and advised that it should read Mt. 
View Drive as opposed to Legion Drive, and that the co-sponsor, Councilor Cruz 
E. Roybal, Jr. should be listed on the agenda as well on this item.  Councilor 
Diane Moore then asked that item #8 under consent be placed under business 
items, as she feels that any hiring should be brought before Council for approval.  
She then advised that she would like item #12 under business items be placed at 
the top part of the agenda.  Councilman Cruz E. Roybal, Jr. then asked that item 
#7 under consent be placed under business items.  City Manager Avila then 
asked that item #13 also be removed from the agenda. 
 
Councilman Michael Gallegos moved for approval of the agenda with all the 
above changes.  Councilman Louie A. Trujillo seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, (Approval of the April 19, 2006 City Council 
Meeting Minutes. 
 
Councilman Trujillo moved for approval of the minutes.  Councilman Romero 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
 



Mr. Frank Splendora read a letter from Dr. John Harrington, a Professor of Tree 
Physiology at the Mora Research Center, NMHU indicating their strong support 
for proposed acts presented by the United States Forest Service for reducing the 
threat of catastrophic wild fire in the Gallinas Water Shed.  Mr. Splendora also 
read letters submitted by David Old and Dr. Michael Myer of NMHU regarding 
their support of the forest services proposal for thinning in the Gallinas Water 
Shed.  
 
Next, Dr. David Hacker also spoke in support of the thinning of the Gallinas 
Water Shed. 
 
Next, Mr. Dwane Durant, Director of Estrella Nativa, a private non-profit agency,  
advised that Estrella Nativa has been requesting four water taps for a USDA 
affordable housing project.  He advised that they have been working in good faith 
with the City of Las Vegas for the past five to six months.  He advised that he is 
also aware that other water taps have been approved and were requested 
months after his project.  He advised that if these water taps are not approved, 
the community will lose grants in Economic Development in the amount of 
$1,000,035.  Mr. Durant then advised Mayor and Council that they have an 
obligation to be leaders in our community and asked that they put together a 
committee that brings in the federal, state and local people to solve this problem. 
 
Next, Mr. Jeremy Durant reiterated Mr. Dwane Durant’s comments regarding the 
non-profit affordable housing project. 
 
Next, Mr. Gene Encinias also spoke on the affordable housing project. 
 
Next, Ms. Barbara Smith of Keep Las Vegas Beautiful thanked all for their 
support of the KAB program and their organization.  Ms. Smith then advised that 
they would like to hear from the Council about the people who need help in 
cleaning up their properties, ie. Elderly, handicapped, etc., or any other project 
which they would like to see KAB take care of. 
 
Next, Mr. Lawrence Sandoval addressed Mayor and Council regarding the 
landlord issues which has been existing since the year 2000.  He asked that 
Council accept the landlord/tenant ordinance which will be coming before them 
tonight. 
 
Next, Mr. Russ Jackson asked that Council accept the landlord/tenant ordinance. 
 
Next, Mr. Miguel Pacheco addressed Mayor and Council regarding the State 
licensing a different type of nuclear waste to go through our state.  He invited 
everyone to attend a meeting on next Wednesday at the Plaza Hotel from 1:30 to 
5:00 p.m.  He then advised that we do not want these trucks parked at our 
schools or in front of restaurants for any time. 
 



Next, Mr. Roger Donahue addressed Mayor and Council regarding the USDA 
Self Help Program and advised that he was speaking for his son David who got 
nervous at the last minute.  Mr. Donahue advised that his son has been saving 
money for the past fifteen years and that the Self Help Program is probably the 
only chance he would have of ever owning his own home. 
 
Next, Ms. Joanne Elliott, representing the landlord association, asked that Mayor 
and Council ratify the landlord/tenant ordinance which is before them tonight.  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mr. Joe Redden, District Ranger for the Pecos, Las Vegas Ranger District, 
addressed Mayor and Council and presented a power point regarding the project 
area in the Water Shed.  Mr. Redden advised that besides the Vivash fire, there 
have been no major fires for a century.  He then advised that the Gallinas River 
serves 17,000 or more people in the City and Extraterritorial areas and if we get 
a high severity fire, we will get post wildfire high severity flooding.  Mr. Reddan 
showed slides of the different floods as well as their aftermath.  He then advised 
that their proposal is to change fire behavior from a high severity to a low or 
moderate severity fire, by thinning and removals, slash treatment and prescribed 
fires.  He advised that they will bring in certain types of machinery. 
 
City Manager Avila then advised that according to the way in which the agenda 
was changed, we will now take care of business item #1 on the agenda. 
 

1. Approval of the naming of the Soccer field located on Mt. View Dr. in 
memory of Richard “Pancho” Padilla, who gave so honorably to the City of Las 
Vegas from July 1984 to October 2004, during his employment with the City of 
Las Vegas Public Works Department. 
 
Councilman Romero moved for the approval of naming the Soccer Field located 
on Mt. View Drive in memory of Richard “Pancho” Padilla.  Councilman Trujillo 
seconded the motion, 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Michael Gallegos  Yes  Diane M. Moore  Yes 
 Macario Gonzalez  Yes  Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 



At this time, Councilman Romero read a history letter which was written by a co-
worker regarding Richard “Pancho” Padilla, and presented to both, his mother 
and wife, a certificate of recognition and appreciation 
 
RECESS COUNCIL AND CONVENE INTO HOUSING AGENDA 
 
Councilman Morris Madrid moved to recess the Council and convene into the 
Housing Agenda.  Councilman Macario Gonzalez seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Morris Madrid  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Michael Gallegos  Yes 
 Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes  Eugene A. Romero  Yes 
 Louie A. Trujillo  Yes  Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Sanchez then asked for a roll call. 
 

Chairman Henry O. Sanchez  P 
Commissioner Cruz E. Roybal, Jr. P 
Commissioner Louie A. Trujillo  P 
Commissioner Eugene A. Romero P 
Commissioner Tony E. Marquez, Jr. P 
Commissioner Michael Gallegos  P 
Commissioner Diane M. Moore  P 
Commissioner Macario Gonzalez  P 
Commissioner Morris Madrid  P 
Commissioner Margarita Montejano A 

 
APPROVAL OF HOUSING AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Madrid moved for approval of the Housing Agenda.  
Commissioner Gonzalez seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
PRESENTATION  
 
Presentation on the status of creation of a separate Housing Board.  The City of 
Las Vegas Public Housing Authority has been given the direction by Mayor and 
Council (Housing Board), to begin the process of creating a separate Housing 
Board.  Housing staff continues to conduct further research on the proper 
procedures in this development. 
 



Interim Housing Director, Chris Barela addressed the Commissioners and 
advised that he has brought forth two variations which are in existence within our 
state among several Housing Authorities which serve under a separate Housing 
Board.  Mr. Barela advised that one variation reads:  1. City Council may 
delegate to the board any or all of the powers conferred on the City by the 
Municipal Housing Law.  The Housing Authority may remain under the umbrella 
of the City of Las Vegas under a new separate board, examples listed in which 
the housing authority would remain associated with the City of Las Vegas, City 
Finance Department may remain as the fiscal agent for the HA, Human 
Resources may continue providing it’s services for personnel matters, payroll 
benefits and the administration of all liability issues, City Attorney representations 
and consortia with the other City Departments.  The Housing Authority operations 
within the City would remain with the exception of reporting to a separate 
Housing Authority board on HUD policies and issues.  2.  City may delegate all 
powers conferred on the City by the Municipal Housing Law, this would be a total 
detachment from the City of Las Vegas, the Housing Authority would administer 
its own finances, the Housing Authority would hire its own Human Resource 
Officer for all personnel matters, payroll benefits and administration of all liability 
issues, the Housing Authority would hire its own Attorney and the possibility of 
the lack of the consortia within other city departments.  The Housing Authority 
would report to a separate board on everything associated with the Housing 
Authority, HUD policies and issues, personnel issues, hiring and firing, etc.  Mr. 
Barela then advised that the first item is currently ideal right now for the Housing 
Authority under the situation and circumstances that they are currently under.  He 
advised that he does not think that the Housing Authority has the capability to be 
totally detached from the City of Las Vegas.  
 
Commissioner Marquez asked about employee input, tenant input and public 
input.  
 
Mr. Barela advised Commissioner Marquez that the employee input is to remain 
under the City of Las Vegas, while the tenant input as well as the public input 
leans towards a separate Housing Board. 
 
Commissioner Trujillo voiced his support for option number 1, as he feels that 
this is the most logical for this transition. 
 
City Manager Avila asked if Mayor and Council would suggest that Mr. Barela 
bring back option number 1 in resolution form. 
 
Mr. Barela then advised that all of this will be going through HUD from here until 
the next meeting, for their review and approval. 
 
Commissioner Marquez then asked Mr. Barela if he could also come back with 
projected estimates on the percent of the administrative fees which we will be 
collecting for that, in terms of Attorney’s and a Fiscal Agent. 



BUSINESS ITEMS 
 

1. Approval of Resolution No. 06-17, Memorandum of Agreement 
between HUD and the City of Las Vegas Public Housing Authority. 
 
Commissioner Madrid advised that he believes that this Resolution is probably 
necessary to keep resolving everything at Housing and put everything behind us 
and move forward, although he is not in agreement with some of the findings, but 
we must comply, and with this he moved for approval of Resolution No. 06-17.  
Commissioner Gonzalez seconded the motion. 
 
Resolution No. 06-17 was presented as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 06-17 
 
AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF THE MEMORANDUM 
OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN HUD AND THE ICTY OF LAS VEGAS PUBLIC 
HOUSING AUTHORITY TO IMPROVE THE LVPHA’S PERFORMANCE WITH 
THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF REMOVING IT FROM TROUBLED STATUS 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Las Vegas Public Housing Authority is submitting an 
MOA between HUD and the City of Las Vegas Public Housing Authority for 
approval by the Housing Board of Commissioners for execution. 
 
WHEREAS, The City of Las Vegas Public Housing Authority will enter into a 
MOA to begin the recovery process of troubled status. 
 
WHEREAS, The Department of Housing and urban development will assist the 
City of Las Vegas PHA in the strategies to be used to improve the City of Las 
Vegas PHA’s Operations; target dates for accomplishing those improvements; 
and identification of responsibilities for implementation by the LVPHA and HUD. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY HOUSING 
COMMISSION, FOR THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS THAT: 
 
Section 1. The Housing Commission will approve the execution of the MOA 
between HUD and City of Las Vegas Public Housing Authority. 
 
Section 2. By entering into MOA the City of Las Vegas PHA will begin the 
recovery process and improve the PHA”s performance. 
 
Section 3. The Housing Commission will approve the execution of MOA 
between HUD and the Las Vegas PHA.  As part of the commitment H UD will 
provide the LVPHA with the technical assistance in accomplishing the tasks and 
responsibilities for implementation by the LVHA and HUD. 
 



Section 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 
 
Chairman Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected 
the following: 
 
 Morris Madrid  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Michael Gallegos  Yes 
 Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes  Eugene A. Romero  No 
 Louie A. Trujillo  Yes  Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion  and advised that the motion carried. 
 
OUT OF STATE TRAVEL 
 
Out of State Travel for Doris Gallegos and Lori Gonzales to attend the SW 
NAHRO Conference in Galveston, Texas, of which they are officers of the 
organization.  NAHRO is the largest housing and community development 
organization in the country. 
 
Commissioner Gallegos  moved for approval of the out of state travel.  
Commissioner Trujillo seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Michael Gallegos  Yes  Diane Moore   Yes 
 Macario Gonzalez  Yes  Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk CherylAnn Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion 
carried. 
 
ADJOURN HOUSING AGENDA (Back in Regular Session) 
 
Commissioner Gallegos moved to adjourn the Housing Agenda and convene into 
regular session.  Commissioner Moore seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected 
the following: 
 
Cruz E. Royal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo   Yes 
Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr.  Yes  
Michael Gallegos  Yes  Diane Moore    Yes  
Macario Gonzalez  Yes  Morris Madrid   Yes 
 



City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
City Manager Avila advised that in his report will be the required reports from the 
Police Department on the budget which will include ten additional officers as well 
as the Emergency Management Report.  At this time, City Manager Avila gave 
the floor to Chief of Police, Tim Gallegos. 
 
Chief Gallegos addressed Mayor and Council on the Emergency Management 
update and advised that he has distributed to them, a memorandum from 
Lieutenant Eugene Garcia to the Chief which talks about an annex which is being 
worked on in collaboration with a whole lot of people, and that is the Pandemic 
Influenza Annex.  Chief Gallegos advised that they were scheduled to bring 
some presenters here tonight, although Lieutenant Garcia is in training in Santa 
Fe tonight, and this was just not possible, so he asked that they be placed on the 
next agenda in order to bring in people from the Department of Health and others 
which the Lieutenant has contacted in order to give a complete outline of how 
this is being planned on the State level and how it meets the National level 
planning and what they are planning to do on a local level. 
 
Next, Chief Gallegos advised that on April 30, 2006, City Department Heads 
participated in some incident command training and all had to meet the I-100, I-
700 requirements and he believes that all have.  He then advised that Lieutenant 
Garcia then gave an awareness training on the weapons of mass destruction 
category with a few people from the City. 
 
Chief Gallegos then spoke on the incorporation of a $700,000 grant which they 
have been talking about for some time and we are now waiting on the 
procurement process on the state level to go, and we are looking at a time frame 
between thirty and ninety days to begin implementation.  He advised that this is 
the large scale communications program which was discussed at the last City 
Council meeting. 
 
Chief Gallegos then spoke on the large scale exercise which the Emergency 
Management Office is working on with New Mexico Highlands University which 
will probably implode the High Rise building.  He advised that there is a lot of 
involvement, not only on the state level, but on the national level as well, and the 
64 civil service group is coming in to help with it, and there have been a lot of 
engineers here looking at the building and they are doing everything from 
planning how they are going to set the detonating charges to what the blast 
impact would be to the surrounding areas. 
 
Councilman Tony E. Marquez, Jr. then asked Chief Gallegos what role the Chief 
Elected Officials would play in something like this.  
 



Chief Gallegos advised that the EMO Plan outlines those responsibilities to a 
certain extent.  He then advised that the Chief Elected Official is the one person, 
both on the City and County side that is going to brought in to the Emergency 
Operations Center, and the elected officials will also be brought in if they want to 
participate, but the guidance, the direction and control mechanism that is built in 
to the plan is built looking at those specific department heads first or those chief 
elected officials first.  Chief Gallegos continued by advising that there is then the 
designee successors list which follows below each category, and that is where 
everyone falls into play. 
 
Next, Chief Gallegos advised that he was advised to put together an idea of a 
budget which would be all encompassing of what it would cost the City and the 
Police Department to put ten officers in place.  He handed out a package which 
would give them an idea of the cost, which includes salaries, (non-certified), the 
benefit package, training, uniforms, vehicles, etc.  Chief Gallegos then advised 
Mayor and Council that if they scroll across the right side of the page, they will 
notice that they are just over 1.1 million dollars on an estimated budget. 
 
Councilman Marquez then asked City Manager Avila if has an idea as to where 
the revenues will come from to offset these expenditures. 
 
City Manager Avila advised that one option we have is to go to the public with a 
Geo bond.  He advised that others which have been brought up would be 
instituting parking meters and the money being directed towards the Police 
Department for vehicles.  He then advised that it might have to be taken from 
another department to make sure that it is in the Police Department at this certain 
time. 
 
Councilman Louie Trujillo then asked Chief Gallegos if he recommending as the 
Police Chief, that these positions are absolutely necessary. 
 
Chief Gallegos advised “absolutely.” 
 
Councilman Trujillo then asked where the City goes from here. 
 
City Manager Avila then advised that this is what the City must look at, what the 
staffing model is, and is basically going to take a determination as to what kind of 
coverage is necessary and work back towards how to support that. 
City Manager Avila then advised that regarding the discussion of budget and how 
we are going to pay for things, a lot has been commented, and we’ve seen it year 
after year, the lack of water and the security of water is going to require the City 
taking some steps, and these steps require money.  He then advised that we are 
at a crossroads and we need to get the question before the public to see if they 
will fund water and other projects, and do so quickly and have that election in the 
fall.  He then advised that one of the items to come up tonight is public utilities 
water department, looking at a drought emergency charge.  He advised that this 



will effect the pockets of the people using the most water.  City Manager Avila 
then advised that we will be starting union negotiations with AFSCME on this 
Friday and we are looking at saving jobs because right now, if we look at the 
price of a gallon gas at $5.00, that is at the cost of employment and we are trying 
to make it as efficient as possible so this does not occur and that we can work 
with staff to save jobs.   
 
Next, City Manager Avila passed out the State Sick Leave Policy and worked 
with that in order to show what option the City may have.  He then advised that 
there is no accumulation limit, they accumulate a rate of 3.69 per pay period, 
which is more that we do at eight per month.  He then spoke on the State’s sick 
leave, “buy back upon retirement,” and basically what this is, is getting paid back 
.50 on the dollar.  City Manager Avila spoke further on the State’s sick leave 
policy, and passed out two examples of the ordinance which would be in place to 
take the particular policy on, one being the retirement sick leave and the other for 
paying for hours above 600.  City Manager Avila advised that there are issues 
with the state model, one we must be cognizant that sick leave is on contracts 
now, not just a policy which we have, so there may be some legal constraints 
which would likely require pay out over 500,000 at the old rate after the date of 
the implementation of this new policy.  City Manager Avila then advised that if a 
buy back is implemented on the state model with the average time which 
employees have now, the employee may buy back 120 hours at 50% which is 
equal to $876.00 per year or for the City, a $1,000 per year pay out.  Mr. Avila 
continued with other options and solutions based on something which is not in 
the state model.  He then asked Council what further step they would like for him 
to take. 
 
Mayor Sanchez then asked if this may be brought back because he feels that it is 
going to require more fine tuning. 
 
City Manager Avila then spoke on the ¼% Gross Receipts Tax and advised that 
it must absolutely go to water projects, buying water, conveyance of water, 
storage of water, and anything that is built into that.   
 
Mayor Sanchez then requested that a special meeting be held in order to have 
Paul Cassidy come in and explain the different options. 
 
FINANCE REPORT 
 
City Manager Avila advised that we have been working on brining in our 2006 
budget, making sure that it is balancing and looks pretty good.  He also advised 
that we have developed a 2007 initial budget draft which is 99.9% there with very 
minor changes.  He then advised that we are looking at 3% increase in revenues 
and included the expenditures for salary increases which are already built in and 
should have something by the 23rd of May for the Finance Committee and bring it 
before the City Council on May 30, 2006. 



 
Councilman Marquez then recommended that Department Heads be present at 
the meetings in order to answer any questions which may come up regarding 
their departments. 
 
City Manager Avila then advised that going through the budget as it is at this 
point, through April which is at 83% of year lapsed, our revenues are in place, 
other than local fines, which is made up of court and traffic fees, and we’ll have to 
investigate as to why those are down.  He advised that licenses and fees are up 
and we have buildings going up and the economy does have some signs of 
vitality.  He then advised that regarding departmental budgets, everyone is right 
in line, except for general services which includes insurances and audits is really 
the one which has nailed us unexpectedly with the deductible cost doubling at 
around mid year. 
 
Councilman Trujillo then asked what we are doing to address the cost for the 
liability deductibles in the police department and waste water departments. 
 
City Manager Avila advised that this is only for this year, next year it has been 
predicted at $10,000 per incident and that is a price that we will have to budget 
for.  He then advised that for one, directors are following through on their plan to 
have everyone attend the safety classes which had not been done in the past.  
Secondly, working on the Workman’s Comp. cases where the severity is done 
but we do have a big frequency, as everyone fills out a Workman’s Comp. case.   
He then spoke on the utilities enterprise funds, water is high over last year, 
natural gas is at 133% and solid waste and waste water are in good shape.  He 
then spoke on the Recreation Department who have done very well in controlling 
their budget and on Housing who’s income is a little low, not being able to get the 
HOPE VI project going. 
 
Councilman Trujillo then asked for an explanation from the Municipal Judge on 
the 67% on the local fines. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. Approval of Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Las 
Vegas and San Miguel/Mora County Solid Waste regarding the storing, 
collecting, transporting and disposing of refuse. 
 
2. Approval of addendum #4 for Mechanic Services Agreement – Greer’s 
Diesel Repair & Welding.  Greer’s Diesel Repair & Welding provides the City of 
Las Vegas with heavy equipment and diesel repairs.  Recommendation is to 
enter into the fourth year of the contract to provide such services. 
 
3. Approval of addendum #4 for Mechanic Services Agreement – D.A.G. 
Enterprises.  D.A.G. enterprises provides the City of Las Vegas with heavy 



equipment and diesel repairs.  Recommendation is to enter into the fourth year of 
the contract to provide such services. 
 
4. Approval of addendums to contract #1068-98-A and 1068-B with Dr. 
Daniel S. Schweigert.  Pursuant to the City’s abuse policies and Bloodborne 
pathogens policies, to provide services to the City as Medical Review Officer and 
licensed healthcare professional who is legally permitted to perform Hepatitis 
vaccinations, post exposure evaluations and follow-ups. 
 
5. Approval of Renewal of Memorandum of Understanding between the City 
of Las Vegas and Luna Community College.  Currently there exists a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Las Vegas and Luna 
Community College for the use of the Henry Martinez Baseball Field. 
 
Councilman Trujillo moved for approval of the Consent Agenda.  Councilman 
Macario Gonzalez seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Michael Gallegos/Stepped out  Diane M. Moore  Yes 
 Macario Gonzalez  Yes  Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk CherylAnn Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion 
carried. 
 
*Councilman Michael Gallegos is now absent from the meeting. 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
 
1. Approval of publication, with intent to adopt, Ordinance No. 06-10, 
Landlord/Tenant Agreement. 
 
Councilman Trujillo moved for approval of the publication of Ordinance No. 06-
10.  Councilor Diane M. Moore seconded the motion. 
 
Ordinance No. 06-10 was presented as follows: 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 



 Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
2. Approval of Resolution No. 06-20, Open Meetings Act, returning to two (2) 
City Council Meetings per month. 
 
Councilman Marquez moved for approval of Resolution No. 06-20.  Councilor 
Moore seconded the motion. 
 
Resolution No. 06-20 was presented as follows: 
 
*Due to the length of Resolution No. 06-20, only changes will be listed.  A 
complete copy of Resolution No. 06-20 may be obtained in the office of the 
City Clerk. 
 
 

CITY OF LAS VEGAS 
RESOLUTION NO. 06-20 

 
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING REASONABLE NOTICE OF CITY COUNCIL 
MEETINGS IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO, that: 
 
1. Regular Meeting.  Pursuant to Section 2-2-2(a) of the Las Vegas City 
Ordinances, all Regular Meetings of the Las Vegas City Council shall be held on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the City Council Chambers, 
1700 North Grand Avenue, Las Vegas, New Mexico.   
 

2. Special Meetings.  The Special Meeting of the Las Vegas City Council  
shall be held on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the City 
Council Chambers, 1700 North Grand Avenue, Las Vegas, New Mexico. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Morris Madrid  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 



3. Approval of Resolution No. 06-22, supporting the Educational 
Establishments of New Mexico Highlands University and the San Miguel GEAR 
UP outreach program. 
 
Mr. Joe CdeBaca, Director of the GEAR UP Program thanked Mayor and Council 
and introduced his staff, Ms. Lettie Padilla and Julia Ortiz.  Mr. CdeBaca advised 
that they are working with 2,200 kids, all sixth through twelfth graders and are 
graduating their first class this year.  He advised that this program has run for six 
years in a row and there have been 74 students whom articulate Highlands 
University, and this year they are looking at 140 which is an increase of 78%.  
Mr. CdeBaca advised that the program gets kids thinking about going to college 
and getting them ready to go to college.  Mr. CdeBaca advised that the President 
has zeroed out the budget for GEAR UP for 2007, but there is a movement 
throughout the Nation to try to re-establish the budget because it does include all 
the concerns which the President has in his educational initiative.  Mr. CdeBaca 
then commended the teachers at both East Las Vegas and West Las Vegas who 
have worked so hard to produce the results that are going to bare fruit now. 
 
Councilman Madrid moved for approval of Resolution No. 06-22.  Councilman 
Trujillo seconded the motion. 
 
Resolution No. 06-22 was presented as follows: 
 

CITY OF LAS VEGAS 
RESOLUTION No.06-22 

 
WHEREAS,  the City of Las Vegas fully supports the Las Vegas Educational 
Establishments; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the future of Las Vegas is in the development of its youth; and 
 
WHEREAS, NEW MEIXCO HIGHLANDS UNIVERSITY has developed an 
outstanding educational outreach program entitled NMHU/San Miguel GEAR UP 
from resources obtained from the US Department of Education through a 
competitive grant process; and 
 
WHEREAS, NMHU has submitted a follow up grant application for the continued 
funding of GEAR UP here in Las Vegas and throughout the northeastern part of 
New Mexico ( a total of 23 School districts); and 
 
WHEREAS, the NMHU/San Miguel GEAR UP Program is recognized in the City 
of Las Vegas, the State of New Mexico and throughout the United States as one 
of the best programs that has helped realize the GEAR UP goal to motivate and 
help prepare students for college; and 
 



WHEREAS, the City of Las Vegas is cognizant of the proposed elimination of 
GEAR UP in the President’s 2007 budget, 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the City of Las Vegas whole heartedly 
endorse the grant application by NMHU and the continuation of funding for the 
GEAR UP program which is consistent with the desire of the state and national 
administration to support the educational opportunities with a chief emphasis in 
math, science, reading and technology. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Morris Madrid  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
4 Discussion and Direction on same day, live radio broadcast of City Council 
Meetings, (KNMX Radio, etc.) 
 
City Manager Avila advised that the press is welcomed and not constrained to 
the Council Meetings, although we are not required to provide any type of 
equipment or otherwise.  Mr. Avila then advised that the reason it is being 
brought before Council tonight is because there was a question as to whether 
live broadcast was taken away from the Council meetings before due to safety 
reasons. 
 
5. Approval of Ordinance No. 06-06, amending Ordinance No. 98-8, 
Franchise Agreement between the City of Las Vegas and Public Service 
Company of New Mexico, to include an audit for the past five (5) years and 
additionally, every five (5) years for the life of the contract. 
 
Councilman Trujillo moved for approval of Ordinance No. 06-06.  Councilman 
Madrid seconded the motion. 
 
Ordinance No. 06-06 was presented as follows: 
 
*Due to the length of Ordinance No. 06-06, only subtitles are listed.  A 
complete copy of the  Ordinance may be obtained from the Office of the 
City Clerk. 
 

CITY OF LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO 
CITY ORDINANCE NO. 06-06 

 



AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW 
MEXICO, A NEW MEXICO CORPORATION, A FRNACHISE TO FURNISH, 
OPERATE AND MAINTAIN ELECTRICAL SERVICES WITHIN THE CITY OF 
LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO, AND THE RIGHT TO USE ANY PUBLIC 
HIGHWAY, STREET, ALLEY, ROAD OR OTHER PUBLIC PLACE. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF LAS 
VEGAS, NEW MEXICO: 

 
ARRICLE I – SHORT TITLE 
ARTICLE II – GRANT OF FRANCHISE 
ARTICLE III – TERM 
ARTICLE IV – SERVICE 
ARTICLE V – RATES TO BE CHARGED 
ARTICLE VI – CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 
ARTICLE VII – RELOCATION OR REMOVAL OF FACILITIES 
ARTICLE VII – INDEMNITY 
ARTICLE IX – FRANCHISE FEE 
ARTICLE X – RENEGOTIATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS 
ARTICLE XI – ACCEPTANCE 
ARTICLE XII – PARTIAL INVALIDITY 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  No  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
6. Discussion and Direction by Council on the Emergency Assessment 
presentation by Mr. Joe Redden, Forest Service. 
 
Richard Trujillo, Utilities Director advised Mayor and Council that he believes that 
Mr. Redden was asking that Council endorse the Emergency Assessment Plan 
which he presented earlier on. 
 
Councilman Madrid moved for the endorsement of the Emergency Assessment 
Plan.  Councilman Trujillo seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 



 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried.  
 
7. Discussion and Direction – Not to receive cash at the Solid Waste Scale 
Window. 
 
Utilities Director, Richard Trujillo advised that there have been a lot of changes at 
the Transfer Station and there are a lot of good things happening there and they 
are bringing in a lot more revenues, although he feels that it is time that we do 
not accept cash at the Transfer Station, as he does not feel that it is good 
practice for an operation outside of our building department and our cashiers to 
be accepting cash there.  Mr. Trujillo then advised that we do have checks and 
balances for this, although he would feel a lot better if we utilized our technology 
and computers.  Mr. Trujillo advised that what he is proposing is that a person 
coming to the Transfer Station would have to provide a copy of his account and 
his identification, he would get weighed in and weighed out and the amount 
would go directly to his account using the billing system.  
 
Councilman Marquez asked Mr. Trujillo what the percentage is that he is 
receiving at the Transfer Station right now and what the reason is for not wanting 
to accept cash up there right now. 
 
Mr. Trujillo advised that it is a very high percentage because a lot of people do 
not want the amounts going to the account and would rather give cash.  He 
advised again that he does not feel that it is good practice, as the Transfer 
Station is isolated out in the County and we do have a very good billing system. 
 
City Manager Avila then asked Mr. Trujillo how much money is handled at the 
Transfer Station on a daily basis. 
 
Mr. Trujillo advised that he was advised last Friday that they brought in about 
$3,000.00, although that is not everyday. 
 
City Manager Avila then advised that this could possibly be a safety issue being 
that there is no security out at the Transfer Station. 
 
Mr. Trujillo agreed and advised that he would return to the department and meet 
with staff and work further on this issue and bring it back before Council at a later 
date. 
 
Councilman Marquez then advised that he feels that it should be brought before 
the people by way of public hearing and get the public’s input. 
 



8. Discussion and Direction regarding and Emergency Drought Surcharge. 
 
Utilities Director, Richard Trujillo addressed Mayor and Council and advised that 
he wanted to talk a  little about the water situation today and advised that today 
we are at 58% of storage.  He then advised that we are only entitled to half of the 
river and that is what we have taken.  He then advised that usage throughout the 
community is at 1.5 million gallons per day and the public has done their part in 
conserving our water, and that all realize that we are in a critical situation.  Mr. 
Trujillo then advised that the drought emergency surcharges is another way of 
reducing that demand and usage, and we know that we have several people in 
our community who are using more than 10,000 gallons per month, as we have 
conducted audits and sent out letters to these people asking them to look for 
leaks and try to get their usage down, with some complying, and others not.  Mr. 
Trujillo then advised that he contributes this to leaky faucets and running toilets 
which people ignore.  Mr. Trujillo advised that they are proposing that the City 
charge $15.00 per every 1,000 gallons above 10,000 gallons. 
 
Councilman Madrid then asked if these surcharges would go away if the City 
came out of Stage III. 
 
Mr. Trujillo advised that they would. 
 
Councilman Madrid advised that he feels that we must make exceptions for 
medical centers as they have no control over the medical environment. 
 
Councilor Moore advised that as far as the surcharge, she feels it would be more 
of a buy in if the people knew that those monies would go towards storage or 
purchasing water rights, and the money may accumulate to some big bucks. 
 
Councilman Roybal voiced his disagreement concerning this affecting the 
business community. 
 
Councilman Roybal suggested that Mr. Trujillo bring this before the people in a 
public hearing. 
 
9. Council is asked to conduct a public hearing and consider Resolution No. 
06-18.  Code Enforcement has identified the property located at 206 Railroad 
Avenue, to be dangerous and a public nuisance.  Henry Marquez who’s address 
is 02 Climaco Court, Santa Fe, New Mexico is in control of the property and has 
been notified and asked to address the violations, but has failed to do so.  
Approval of the resolution will require the owner to abate the nuisance within 10 
days.  Should the owner fail to address the violations, the City will have the 
authority to abate the violations and place a lien on the property for incurred 
costs, as allowed under NMSA, 1978, 3-18-5. 
 



Councilman Marquez moved for approval of Resolution No. 06-18.  Councilman 
Romero seconded the motion. 
 
At this time, City Attorney Matthew J. Sandoval swore in all having testimony with 
this issue. 
 
Code Enforcement Supervisor, Carl Vigil briefed Mayor and Council on the list 
which was submitted to them with the properties which were dangerous and a 
public nuisance.  Mr. Vigil then produced photographs of the properties which are 
being presented tonight. 
 
Councilman Trujillo moved to accept the record proper.  Councilman Romero 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
Resolution No. 06-18 was presented as follows: 
 

CITY OF LAS VEGAS  
RESOLUTION NO. 06-18 

 
DECLARING A BUILDING/STRUCTURE TO BE DANGEROUS, HAZARDOUS 
AND A PUBLIC NUISANCE, TO HUMAN LIFE.  DECRIBED TO BE ON A 
TRACT OF LAND ADJACENT TO THE NORTHERN & SANTA FE RAILWAY 
CO. STATION GROUND PROPERTY.  CONSTRUCTED AND EAST SIDE 
BOUNDED BY THE CENTERLINE MAIN TRACK AND BOUNDED ON THE 
WESTSIDE BY RAILROAD AVE; KNOWN AS 206 RAILROAD AVENUE, 
OWNED OR CONTROLLED BY HENRY MARQUEZ. 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 3-18-5, NMSA 1978, whenever any premise 
is covered with ruins, rubbish wreckage or debris, the governing body of a 
municipality may by resolution find that the premise is a menace to the 
public comfort, health, peace or safety and require the removal from the 
municipality of the building, structure, ruins, rubbish wreckage and/or 
debris; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has received evidence from Code Enforcement 
of the condition of structure/building described herein, which is owned, 
controlled by Henry Marquez, being more fully described under the Map 
Code 1-095-092-223-414 as per the San Miguel County Assessor’s Office, to 
be dangerous, unsafe and hazardous to human life, and a public nuisance. 
 
WHEREAS, the property is a nuisance to the neighborhood and the 
community because the property creates an eyesore, is a fire hazard, a 
violation under 18-1-8 of the nuisance ordinance and of NFPA Code Volume 
1 Section 3-11.1, which states that no person owning or having control of 



any property shall allow combustible waste material to accumulate in any 
way or manner to create a fire hazard to life or property; 
 
WHEREAS, the heirs and successors have allowed collapsed & fallen roof 
material and debris stored inside building and left on the lot.  Code 
Enforcement has sent out certified notices to the legal heirs and 
successors including Mr. Henry Marquez, via certified mail.  This violation 
has not been addressed and the owner of the property has failed to satisfy 
the agreement made with the Code Enforcement Division. 
 
NOW,T HEREFORE the City Council, the governing body of the City of Las 
Vegas, New Mexico does hereby resolve that: 
 
1. That the above described parcel of land indicated as ruined, 
damaged, hazardous, danger and a menace to the public; pursuant to 
Section 3-18-5, NMSA 1978, are premises which are covered with ruins, 
rubbish, wreckage material, or debris and collapsed buildings or structures 
which are ruined, damaged or dilapidated; 
 
2. That because of the condition of the above described property, the 
premises is a menace to the public comfort, health, peace or safety; 
 
3. That the City of Las Vegas hereby requires the removal of the ruins, 
rubbish, wreckage by demolishing the collapsed building and removing 
debris as stored on premises; 
 
4. The property has now accumulated debris including the following:  
used wood rafters, tin metal roofing, pieces of cinder block material, and 
other debris that constitutes a safety hazard. 
 
5. That the City staff shall serve a copy of this resolution and statute to 
the owner, occupant or agent in charge of the premises as required by law, 
including the owner of the property, Henry Marquez; and post a copy of 
this resolution and state statute on the property.  Thereafter, within ten (10) 
days after receipt of a copy of this resolution such person is directed to 
commence abating the nuisance.  If the owner fails to remove the nuisance, 
the City of Las Vegas will take necessary action to maintain the health, 
welfare and safety of the community and assess all costs associated with 
the abatement to the owner. 
 
6. The City of Las Vegas may pay for the cost of the removal of any 
condemned building, structure, wreckage, rubbish or debris by granting 
the person removing such materials the legal title to all salvageable 
materials in lieu of all other compensation.  The person removing such 
salvageable materials will be required to obtain authorization from the City 
with regard to the disposition or storage of such material within City limits; 



7. Any person or firm removing any condemned building, structure, 
wreckage, rubbish or debris shall leave the premises from which the 
material has been removed in a clean level and safe condition, suitable for 
further occupancy or construction with all excavations filled. 
 
That the owner is hereby notified they mat file a written objection within ten 
day of receipt or the  posting of this resolution with the Municipal Clerk 
asking for a hearing before the City Council.  This resolution will be mailed 
to P.O. Box 206, Las Vegas, New Mexico. 
 
That if a written objection is filed, all provisions of Section 3-18-5 shall be 
compiled with by the City. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
10. Council is asked to conduct a public hearing and consider Resolution No. 
06-19.  Code Enforcement has identified the property located at 302 Socorro 
Street, to be dangerous and a public nuisance.  Ismael Tarango who address is 
1403 Montezuma, Las Vegas, New Mexico is in control of the property and has 
been notified and asked to address the violations.  Mr. Tarango contacted the 
City and claims he is trying to sell the property.  However, the property is still a 
nuisance.  Approval of the resolution will require the owner to abate the nuisance 
within 10 days.  Should the owner fail to address the violations, the City will have 
the authority to abate the violations and place a lien on the property for incurred 
costs, as allowed under NMSA 1978, 3-18-5. 
 
City Attorney Sandoval advised that Mr. Vigil has already been sworn in. 
 
Mr. Vigil advised Mayor and Council this is another one of the properties which is 
on the list which was provided to them. 
 
Councilman Trujillo moved for acceptance of the record proper.  Councilman 
Madrid seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
 
Councilman Trujillo then moved for approval of Resolution No. 06-19.  
Councilman Romero seconded the motion. 
 
Resolution No. 06-19 was presented as follows: 



 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS 

RESOLUTON NO. 06-19 
 
DECLARING PROPERTY TO BE DANGEROUS, HAZARDOUS AND A 
PUBLIC NUISANCE.  DESCRIBED AS A TRACT OF LAND ON NORTHERLY 
LINE OF SOCORRO STREET, WITHIN BLOCK “M” IN THE TOWN OF LAS 
VEGAS SUBDIVISION.  ALSO KNOWN AS 302 SOCORROS STREET, 
OWNED OR CONTROLLED BY ISMAEL FELIPE TARANGO 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section  3-18-5, NMSA 1978, whenever any premise 
is covered with ruins, rubbish wreckage or debris, the governing body of a 
municipality by resolution find that the premise is a menace to the public 
comfort, health, peace or safety and require the removal from the 
municipality of the building, structure, ruins, rubbish, wreckage and/or 
debris; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has received evidence from Code Enforcement 
of the condition of a certain parcel of land described herein, which is 
owned, controlled by Ismael Felipe Tarango, to be dangerous, hazardous 
and a public nuisance; 
 
WHEREA, the property is a nuisance to the neighborhood and community 
because the property creates an eyesore, is a fire hazard, a violation under 
18-1-8 of the nuisance ordinance and of NFPA Code Volume 1 Section 3-
11.1, which states that no person owning or having control of any property 
shall allow combustible waste material to accumulate in any way or manner 
to create a fire hazard to life or property; 
 
WHEREAS, the heirs and successors have allowed burnt debris to be 
stores on the lot.  Code Enforcement has sent out certified notices to the 
legal heirs and successors, via certified mail.  Violations have not bee 
addressed. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council, the governing body of the City of Las 
Vegas, New Mexico does hereby resolve that: 
 
1. That the above described parcel of land indicated as ruined, 
damaged, hazardous, dangerous and a menace to the public; pursuant to 
Section 3-18-5, NMA 1978, are premises which are covered with ruins, 
rubbish, wreckage and burn material, or debris and burnt buildings or 
structures which are ruined, damaged or dilapidated; 
 
2. That because of the condition of the above described property, the 
premises is a menace to the public comfort, health peace or safety; 
 



3. That the City of Las Vegas hereby requires the removal of the ruins, 
rubbish, wreckage and burnt debris as stored on premises; 
 
4. The property has now accumulated debris including the following: 
old/burnt insulation, burnt & used wood rafters, broken apart adobe, burnt 
electrical pipe material, and other debris that constitutes a safety hazard. 
 
5. That the City staff shall serve a copy of this resolution and statute to 
the owner, occupant or agent in charge of the premises as required by law, 
including the owner of the property, Ismael Felipe Tarango; and post a 
copy of this resolution and state statute on the property.  Thereafter, within 
ten (10) days after receipt of a copy of this resolution such person is 
directed to commence abating the nuisance.  If the owner fails to remove 
the nuisance, the City of Las Vegas will take necessary action to maintain 
the health, welfare and safety of the community and assess all costs 
associated with the abatement to the owner. 
 
6. The City of Las Vegas may pay for the cost of the removal of any 
condemned building, structure, wreckage, rubbish or debris by granting 
the person removing such materials the legal title to all salvageable 
materials in lieu of all other compensation.  The person removing such 
salvageable materials will be required to obtain authorization from the City 
with regard to the disposition or storage of such material within City limits; 
 
7. Any person or firm removing any condemned building, structure, 
wreckage, rubbish or debris shall leave the premises from which the 
material has been removed in a clean level and safe condition, suitable for 
further occupancy or construction with all excavations filled. 
 
That the owner is hereby notified they may file a written objection within 
ten days of receipt or the posting of this resolution with the Municipal Clerk 
asking for a hearing before the City Council.  The resolution will be mailed 
to P.O. Box 206, Las Vegas, New Mexico. 
 
That if a written objection is filed, all provisions of Section 3-18-5 shall be 
complied with by the City. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Morris Madrid  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 



 
Councilman Marquez then advised that there is a county in New Mexico, and he 
believes that it is Valencia County who submitted for a  $200,000 CDBG Grant to 
help offset the abatement cost and has worked successfully, and would like for 
the Community Development Department to look into this for further information. 
 
Mr. Vigil advised that something like this is being looked at by the City of Las 
Vegas Community Development Department along with the CLV Fire 
Department. 
 
Councilman Trujillo commended the Code Enforcement Division for a job well 
done.  He advised that it is a very tough job and encouraged them to continue 
doing a great job. 
11. Approval of new job description for a paralegal within the City Attorney’s 
Office.  Due to an increase in duties, we are requesting that the job description 
be changed from a Legal Executive Secretary to a Paralegal. 
 
City Attorney Sandoval addressed Mayor and Council and advised that he has 
been an Attorney for almost sixteen years now and advised that in the field of law 
there are different categories of support staff and for an operation like the one 
here in Las Vegas, the job of a Paralegal is very necessary.  He advised that he 
understands that the City has operated with a Legal Secretary in the past, 
although if you want to address all of the issues brought forth on a very timely 
basis, we must have the job description.  He advised that we currently have 
someone on staff who is a Paralegal and has just received their state 
certification.  He then asked that Council approve the job classification. 
 
Councilman Gonzalez advised that for the longest time, he has said that the 
office of the City Attorney needs two full time Attorneys, although we cannot 
afford to go that route, so the next best thing to do is, consider this Paralegal. 
 
Councilman Roybal then asked if a Paralegal can advise as an Attorney does. 
 
City Attorney Sandoval advised that this is not correct. 
 
Councilman Roybal then brought up the correspondence which stated there 
would be no raises or filling of positions which were vacant due to the budget.  
He then advised that his concern was what this would do to the morale of the 
other employees.  Councilman Roybal then advised that he cannot support this. 
 
After a brief discussion, Councilman Gonzalez moved for approval of the job 
description.  Councilman Madrid seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 



 Morris Madrid  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  No  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  No 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
11. Hiring of an Events. Planner.  Consideration of the interview committee’s 
recommendation. 
 
Councilor Moore moved for the approval of the hiring of an Events Planner, Ms. 
Maxine Padilla who is the interview committee’s recommendation.  Councilman 
Marquez seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Sanchez asked for a roll call vote.  Roll call was taken and reflected the 
following: 
 
 Cruz E. Roybal, Jr.  Yes  Louie A. Trujillo  Yes 
 Eugene A. Romero  Yes  Tony E. Marquez, Jr. Yes 
 Diane M. Moore  Yes  Macario Gonzalez  Yes 
 Morris Madrid  Yes 
 
City Clerk Yara re-read the motion and advised that the motion carried. 
 
Councilman Marquez advised that there is an Administrative Regulation which 
requires all new employees to attend the next City Council Meeting for 
introduction, and asked that in the future all new hires come to the Governing 
Body in order that they know who got hired.  Councilman Marquez advised that 
for out of state travel, there is an Administrative Regulation which requires that a 
report be brought before Council. 
 
COUNCILOR’S REPORTS 
 
Councilman Madrid advised that he wanted to recognize and congratulate Mr. 
Dave Kavanaugh on the birth of his baby girl.  Councilman Madrid then advised 
that he has a few ideas regarding the police department and offered his help to 
the Public Safety Committee and spoke on the burglar alarms that dial out 
automatically.  He advised that these false alarms which go off, there should be a 
charge which goes to the Police Department.  He then advised that we should 
have some type of nuisance fees, such as bar room brawls where there is not 
any security and our Police Officers are burdened with this.  He also mentioned 
special events in which our Police Officers must be available for. 
 
Councilman Marquez then wanted to follow up on upgrading and creating a well 
established website for the City of Las Vegas. 
 



City Manager Avila advised Councilman Marquez that we are still in the growing 
stages and as he mentioned before, he would like to get together to brainstorm 
and find out what everyone likes. 
 
Councilman Marquez then advised that he is sure that a student or school 
classrooms would be more than willing to take this on as a project.  He then 
advised that the Optic has an excellent website, and asked City Manager Avila to 
be a little more proactive and give a report at the next Council meeting as to how 
he plans to improve the City’s website. 
 
Councilman Romero then advised that he is going to differ with Councilman 
Marquez as he feels that the website has come a long way and the people that 
we have working on this website are working diligently within the other 
parameters which they do in the Finance Department.  He advised that he feels if 
we want to elaborate more on the website, he agrees with Councilman Marquez 
in that respect in hiring someone to get it done, but he feels that the people we 
have working on it, are doing an excellent job. 
 
Councilor Moore asked for an update on the effluent line getting to Highlands, as 
she hear that they are getting ready to plant, and she feels that we are not ready 
to water that golf course, and asked if the City has made any type of 
commitment. 
 
City Manager Avila advised that he will get a project update for her, although 
Highlands will be paying for the water and we are charging them $1.50 x 
approximately 3,000 gallons per day. 
 
Councilor Moore asked for a written update. 
 
Mayor Sanchez then advised that there are some Councilors who are requesting 
quite a bit of information from employees and department heads and he is 
beginning to get some complaints. 
 
Councilman Madrid advised that this violates one of the rules in Roberts Rules 
and Procedures and he himself will do his own leg work when it comes to 
information that he needs because he knows how it impacts the work of the ones 
who are being requested to produce this work. 
 
Councilman Marquez then asked what the protocol should be for requesting 
information.  He then asked if maybe the City needs to hire someone to take care 
of customer’s affairs. 
 
City Manager Avila advised that just today, we’ve had a handful of people come 
straight in to see the Mayor and this could be eliminated with a customer service 
department. 
 



ADJOURN 
 
Councilman Trujillo moved for adjournment.  Councilman Madrid seconded the 
motion. 
 
       ________________________ 
       Mayor Henry O. Sanchez 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
CherylAnn Yara, City Clerk 


